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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — SERVICE RECORD 

723. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Veterans Issues: 
The military and police veterans community’s concern, disappointment and growing anger is mounting, given the 
evidence that puts into question the member for Darling Range’s military, police and academic background. 
Yesterday the minister reassured the Parliament and the public that the member for Darling Range has the 
minister’s full confidence and support. Can the minister assure the police and military veterans community that he 
will resolve this matter properly? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY replied: 
I have nothing further to add to my comments from yesterday. They stand on the public record and they are a clear 
warning to members on that side about how to conduct themselves personally in this matter. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: It is about you. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Thank you, Leader of the Opposition. I was not sure whether it was about me, given that the 
question was for me, so I will handle it, thanks! 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Handle it. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: I have got this, tiger! 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: The point I made yesterday, which I made outside this place as well, was simply this: when 
one of my mates gets in trouble, I back them up. It is as simple as that. I back them up. I do not absolve them of 
missteps that they make. I do not absolve them of the responsibility to correct the record. I do not absolve them of 
fixing themselves up. But I do give them the space to allow them to get better. You have been warned. You have 
been told. This man is under enormous pressure, the likes of which some of us have an inkling, having been in 
public life and public service. When this sort of thing happens, we need to be very, very careful about providing 
support and space. The opposition is doing what the opposition should do in terms of its scrutiny, but I do counsel 
them very carefully about how they conduct themselves not only in this place but outside of this place. I have 
heard and seen some commentary, not directly from members opposite but from people associated with the 
Liberal Party, who ought to know better. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You’re just avoiding it. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Leader of the Opposition, I am talking about this side’s view of backing up its mates—a very 
Australian trait. It is a trait that has a segue to leadership, unlike the member’s comments backing up the heritage 
of his own party, the member for Cottesloe, and suggesting that he needs to leave. I cannot believe that the member 
would put his own party’s heritage in such a frame as to walk away from it. Did he not support the man when he 
was in cabinet? Did he not help him out? He was a man under significant pressure. He had the B-team to deal with 
in the second term; he had all you lollygaggers just hanging about—oxygen thieves—ripping into him while he 
was trying to carry the entire state. He had to write a lot of cheques, and you were not giving him a hand. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Corrective Services, I call you to order for the first time. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! 
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